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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/28/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 19-28, 30, 33 - 36, 39 and 41 are pending in the present application. 
Claims 1 -18, 29, 31 - 32, 37 - 38 and 40 have been canceled. 
Claims 24, 30 and 36 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 19, 30, 33 and 36 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19 - 20, 27 - 28, 30, 33 - 34, 36 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Publication Number 2005/0137996 issued 
to Billsus et al. (Billsus) in view of U.S. Patent Number 6.643,661 issued to Polizzi 
et al. (Polizzi). 

Regarding claim 19, Billsus discloses, 
A method, comprising: 

permitting multiple users to access, via a network, first news content contained in 
one or more news documents stored at a document server (paragraph 34 lines 1 - 2: 
multiple users connect to the server module from multiple different systems, paragraph 
35 lines 3-4: extract text from one or more accessed documents, et seq.); 

sending query data, in response to a portion of the first news content being 
accessed by at least one of the multiple users, from the document server across at least 
a portion of the network to a news server (paragraph 35 lines 3-4: extract text from 
one or more accessed documents, paragraph 35 lines 5-6: transmit the extracted text 
to the server module, et seq.); 

aggregate news content from a plurality of news sources (paragraph 47 lines 4 - 
5: search for content that is closely related to the user's current context, paragraph 55 
lines 2-4: collection, summarization and document construction process to generate 
the digest, et seq.); 
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receiving second news content, via the network, at the document server from the 
news server based on the query data (paragraph 55 lines 2-4: collection, 
summarization and document construction process to generate the digest, et seq.); 

incorporating the second news content into the one or more news documents 
(Figure 1 element 70, paragraph 55 lines 2-4: collection, summarization and document 
construction process to generate the digest, et seq.); and 

permitting the multiple users to access, via the network, the second news content 
at the document server (paragraph 55 lines 2-4: collection, summarization and 
document construction process to generate the digest, paragraph 81 : generated digest 
are provided to the user, et seq.), wherein the document server and the news server 
comprise different network devices that are connected to the network (Figure 2, 
paragraph 37, et seq.). 

Billsus does not explicitly disclose a news server operable to crawl news content 
from a plurality of news sources. 

However, Polizzi discloses a crawl server (the second server) operable to crawl 
documents on server agents (other servers) by navigating the portal, the intranet, and 
the Internet, and to gather and download documents from the Internet (store information 
associated with the crawled documents) (Figure 2 elements 235 and 250, column 12 
lines 46 - 67, et seq.). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
data processing art to modify Billsus's method of aggregating news content from 
multiple sources to incorporate Polizzi's method of crawling documents, thus enabling 
automatic access to multiple computer systems to retrieve desired data and present 
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them to an individual in a standardized and easy-to-learn format (column 1 lines 46 - 
50, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 20, Billsus discloses executing a search, using the query data, 
to retrieve the second news content (paragraph 47 lines 4 - 5, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 26, Billsus discloses the query data comprises a textual portion 
of the portion of the first news content (paragraph 35 lines 3-4, paragraph 35 lines 5 - 
6, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 27, Billsus discloses the news server generates a search query 
for use in the search based, at least in part, on the textual portion of the portion of the 
first news content (paragraph 35 lines 3-4, paragraph 35 lines 5 - 6, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 28, Billsus discloses the textual portion of the portion of the first 
news content comprises key words of the portion of the first news content (paragraph 
35 lines 3-4, paragraph 35 lines 5 - 6, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 30, Billsus discloses, 

A system, comprising: 

a first server configured to: 

store a locally created document with news content that contains 
embedded search queries (paragraph 35 lines 3-4: extract text from one or more 
accessed documents, paragraph 35 lines 5-6: transmit the extracted text to the server 
module, et seq.), and 

send a search query that was embedded within the news content across 
at least a portion of a network to a second server (paragraph 35 lines 3-4: extract text 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,661 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2168 

from one or more accessed documents, paragraph 35 lines 5-6: transmit the extracted 
text to the server module, paragraph 59 lines 3 - 4: a text fragment of arbitrary length 
into a weighted query, et seq.); and the second server being configured to: 

search the news content based on the search query to obtain search 
results (paragraph 47 lines 4 - 5: search for content that is closely related to the user's 
current context, paragraph 55 lines 2-4: collection, summarization and document 
construction process to generate the digest, et seq.), and 

provide particular news content to the first server based on the search 
results (paragraph 48 lines 15-17: related content is processed and transmitted back 
to the client module, and thus to the user computing device); the first server being 
further configured to: 

permit a plurality of clients to access, from across the network, the locally 
created document with the news content and the particular news content received from 
the second server (paragraph 55 lines 2-4: collection, summarization and document 
construction process to generate the digest, paragraph 81 : generated digest are 
provided to the user, et seq.), where the first server, the second server, and the plurality 
of remote servers comprise different network devices that connect to the network 
(Figure 2, paragraph 37, et seq.). 

Billsus does not explicitly indicate that the second server is operable to crawl a 
corpus of news documents hosted on other servers. 

However, Polizzi discloses a crawl server (the second server) operable to crawl 
documents on server agents (other servers) by navigating the portal, the intranet, and 
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the Internet, and to gather and download documents from the Internet (store information 
associated with the crawled documents) (Figure 2 elements 235 and 250, column 12 
lines 46 - 67, et seq.). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
data processing art to modify Billsus's method of aggregating news content from 
multiple sources to incorporate Polizzi's method of crawling documents, thus enabling 
automatic access to multiple computer systems to retrieve desired data and present 
them to an individual in a standardized and easy-to-learn format (column 1 lines 46 - 
50, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 33, Billsus discloses, 

A method, comprising: 

embedding search queries in selected locations of news content documents 
stored at a first server (paragraph 35 lines 3-4: extract text from one or more accessed 
documents, paragraph 35 lines 5-6: transmit the extracted text to the server module, 
paragraph 59 lines 3 - 4: a text fragment of arbitrary length into a weighted query, et 
seq.); 

receiving, from across a network, a selection of one of the news content 
documents from a user at a client (paragraph 45 lines 3-4: when the user opens the 
document, paragraph 46 lines 5 - 7: transmissions takes place whenever the user 
performs an action on the document, et seq.); 

retrieving one of the embedded search queries in response to receiving the 
selection of the one of the news content documents (paragraph 45 line 4: text extraction 
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circuit or routine, paragraph 59 lines 3 - 4: text fragment into a weighted query, et seq.); 
and 

sending query data, that includes the one of the embedded search queries, from 
the first server to the client across at least a portion of a network to allow the client, 
using the query data, to retrieve news content from a second server (paragraph 35 lines 
3-4: extract text from one or more accessed documents, paragraph 35 lines 5-6: 
transmit the extracted text to the server module, paragraph 59 lines 3 - 4: a text 
fragment of arbitrary length into a weighted query, et seq.). 

Billsus does not explicitly indicate that the second server is operable to crawl a 
corpus of news documents hosted on other servers and store information associated 
with the crawled documents. 

However, Polizzi discloses a crawl server (the second server) operable to crawl 
documents on server agents (other servers) by navigating the portal, the intranet, and 
the Internet, and to gather and download documents from the Internet (store information 
associated with the crawled documents) (Figure 2 elements 235 and 250, column 12 
lines 46 - 67, et seq.). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
data processing art to modify Billsus's method of aggregating news content from 
multiple sources to incorporate Polizzi's method of crawling documents, thus enabling 
automatic access to multiple computer systems to retrieve desired data and present 
them to an individual in a standardized and easy-to-learn format (column 1 lines 46 - 
50, et seq.). 
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Regarding claim 34, Billsus discloses searching, at the second server, the 
repository of documents based on the one of the embedded search queries to obtain 
the news content (paragraph 47 lines 4 - 5, paragraph 55 lines 2 - 4, et seq.) and 
sending the obtained news content from the second server to the client across the 
network (paragraph 48 lines 15- 17, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 39, Billsus discloses the query data includes at least a portion of 
text from the selected one of the news content documents (paragraph 35 lines 3-4, 
paragraph 35 lines 5 - 6, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 36, Billsus discloses, 

A method, comprising: 

embedding search queries of news content documents stored at a first server 
(paragraph 35 lines 3-4: extract text from one or more accessed documents, 
paragraph 35 lines 5-6: transmit the extracted text to the server module, paragraph 59 
lines 3 - 4: a text fragment of arbitrary length into a weighted query, et seq.); 

receiving, from across a network, a selection of one of the news content 
documents from a user at a client (paragraph 45 lines 3-4: when the user opens the 
document, paragraph 46 lines 5 - 7: transmissions takes place whenever the user 
performs an action on the document, et seq.); 

retrieving one of the embedded search queries in response to receiving the 
selection of the one of the news content documents (paragraph 45 line 4: text extraction 
circuit or routine, paragraph 59 lines 3 - 4: text fragment into a weighted query, et seq.); 
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sending query data, that includes the one of the embedded search queries, from 
the first server to a second server that has stored information associated with other 
related documents (paragraph 35 lines 3-4: extract text from one or more accessed 
documents, paragraph 35 lines 5-6: transmit the extracted text to the server module, 
paragraph 59 lines 3 - 4: a text fragment of arbitrary length into a weighted query, et 
seq.); 

receiving, at the first server, news content from the second server that is related 
to the query data (paragraph 48 lines 15-17: related content is processed and 
transmitted back to the client module, and thus to the user computing device); 

populating one or more documents of the news content documents with the 
received news content for access by the user (paragraph 55 lines 2-4: collection, 
summarization and document construction process to generate the digest, paragraph 
81 : generated digest are provided to the user, et seq.). 

Billsus does not explicitly indicate that the second server is operable to crawl a 
corpus of news documents hosted on other servers. 

However, Polizzi discloses a crawl server (the second server) operable to crawl 
documents on server agents (other servers) by navigating the portal, the intranet, and 
the Internet, and to gather and download documents from the Internet (store information 
associated with the crawled documents) (Figure 2 elements 235 and 250, column 12 
lines 46 - 67, et seq.). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
data processing art to modify Billsus's method of aggregating news content from 
multiple sources to incorporate Polizzi's method of crawling documents, thus enabling 
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automatic access to multiple computer systems to retrieve desired data and present 
them to an individual in a standardized and easy-to-learn format (column 1 lines 46 - 
50, et seq.). 

Claims 21 - 25 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Billsus and Polizzi, further in view of U.S. Patent Number 
6.581.072 issued to Mathur et al. (Mathur). 

Regarding claim 21 , Billsus and Polizzi disclose the method of claim 20. 

Billsus and Polizzi do not explicitly disclose the query data comprising a URL 
associated with the portion of the first news content. 

However, Mathur discloses the query data comprising a URL associated with the 
portion of the first news content in column 1 1 lines 25 - 33 (information identifying the 
location of the web pages (e.g. URLs corresponding to the web pages)). It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Billsus and Polizzi's system to incorporate the query data 
comprising a URL as taught by Mathur, thus enabling identification of documents of 
interest with minimal user intervention. 

Regarding claim 22, Mathur discloses retrieving at least a portion of text of the 
portion of the first news content using the URL and generating a search query for use in 
the search based, at least in part, on the at least a portion of the text (column 1 1 lines 
25-33, et seq.). 
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Regarding claim 23, Billsus discloses the textual portion of the portion of the first 
news content comprises key words of the portion of the first news content (paragraph 
35 lines 3-4, paragraph 35 lines 5 - 6, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 24, Billsus discloses aggregating the news content from the 
plurality of news sources and groups the news content (Figure 1 element 70, paragraph 
55 lines 2-4: collection, summarization and document construction process to 
generate the digest, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 25, Mathur discloses the search compares the URL with the 
grouped news content to determine a group from the grouped news content to which 
the URL belongs (column 1 1 lines 25 - 33, et seq.). 

Regarding claim 41 , Billsus and Polizzi disclose the method of claim 39, along 
with generating a search query based on keywords of the new content documents 
(paragraph 35 lines 3-4, paragraph 35 lines 5 - 6, et seq.) and searching, at the 
second server, the repository of crawled documents based on the generated search 
query to obtain news content that is related to the search query (paragraph 47 lines 4 - 
5, paragraph 55 lines 2 - 4, et seq.). 

Billsus and Polizzi do not explicitly disclose fetching the selected one of the news 
content documents using the URL. 

However, Mathur discloses fetching the selected one of the news content 
documents using the URL in column 1 1 lines 25 - 33. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Billsus and Polizzi's system to incorporate the query data comprising a URL as 
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taught by Mathur, thus enabling identification of documents of interest with minimal user 
intervention. 

Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Billsus and Polizzi, further in view of U.S. Publication Number 2005/0027666 
issued to Beck et al. (hereinafter "Beck"). 

Regarding claim 35, Billsus and Polizzi disclose the method of claim 33. 

Billsus and Polizzi do not explicitly disclose the embedded search queries in the 
form of an applet or a hyper text markup language (HTML) iframe. 

However, Beck discloses the aforementioned feature in paragraph 24. It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Billsus and Polizzi's method to incorporate Beck's use of 
hyper text markup language iframe, thus enabling an interactive online research 
system, locating an online site or document to present to a user. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SANGWOO AHN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5626. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo can be reached on (571 ) 272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

11/6/2008 
IS. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2168 

/Tim T. Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2168 



